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1.85-megawatt system that
could power 500 homes —
automatically shift toward
the sun, a herd of ewes
and lambs scurries be-
neath. Among the pack of
50 Katahdin 'sheep are
Cutie, Ice Cream, Monkey,
and Bart.

“It's better than a solar
farm, and it’s better than a
basture — it’s both,” said
Julie Bishop, the Glouces-
ter County shepherd who
owns and . oversees the
sheep brought to the site
in May.

“It's a really good blend

of the old and the new,” .

she said, holding her
crook with her Australian
Cattle Dog, Mandy, near-
by. ;
Bishop, 47, of Franklin
Township, spent years
breeding horses and first
purchased sheep in 2010
to practice for recreation-
al herding with Mandy.
When she noticed the
Vineland solar farm,
which epened in 2012, pow-
ering Atlantic Coast Freez-
ers, not far from her moth-

er’s home, she saw oppor- -

tunity. “T just saw a really
nice field with really nice
grass and a really large
fence around it,” she re-
called. “I was thinking,
‘Wow, my sheep would
love it there.’”

She contacted KDC So-
lar late last year and
spoke with Rob Simalchik,
the company’s vice presi-
dent of operations, who
said he, too, had long con-
sidered attempting such a
partnership. He had tried
previously to find a farm
to provide sheep but had
no success,

Now, KDC has eliminat-

Sheep have caught onasa handy counterpart to solar
arrays, reducing emissions from landscaping tools.

‘ed landscaping contracts

at the Vineland and Law-
renceville sites, a move
that could save the solar
company upward of
$25,000 annually, Simal-
chik said.

“We’ll never have to cut
the site again,” Simalchik
said this week discussing
the Vineland site. At both
locations, the sheep will
stay through October and
return in the spring.

While Bishop said she
misses her sheep at her
farm, the solar panels pro-
Vide shade, and the sheep
have seemingly grown
used to the new setting.
She fills a large tote that
supplies them with water
for days, and she can
watch over them remotely
using a security camera at
the site.

“It’s like Disneyland for
these guys,” Simalchik
said.

Bringing animals in to
do a job ordinarily left to
fuel-powered blades isn’t
novel. Dozens of goats last
year were used in Mount
Holly to get rid of invasive
English ivy. Others have
been used to tackle nui-
sance weeds in Millbourne
Borough, Delaware Coun-

ty. Even Amazon.com has
a feature to connect users

- With providers of “goat

grazers.”

.Despite being a popu-
lar choice, goats weren’t
considered for the KDC
sites, Simalchik said.
Goats “will wreck this
place,” he said, describ-
ing how they would jump
on panels and chew on
wires. The use of sheep,
however, appears to be a
continuing trend.

A 45-acre San Antonio,
Texas, solar farm made

-news last year because of

its use of sheep. Janssen
Pharmaceutical Cos., an
arm of Johnson &
Johnson, has been employ-
ing the animals on a
10-acre solar farm at its fa-
cility in Titusville, Mercer
County, since 2010.
Janssen spokeswoman
Rebecca Tillet said the
company rents 15 sheep,
which stay from. April to
October — although “some-
times they have babies, so
we return more.”
Miles away,
Grove Farm in Lawrence-
ville agreed to provide
sheep for KDC’s site at the
boarding school, manag-
ing partner Oliver Hamill

Cherry -

said, because it shows the
“land can be used in sever-
al ways and that solar
fields should be built high-

€r 50 you can graze under .

them successfully.”
New Jersey Sierra Club
director Jeff Tittel said:
“It’s not a conflict between
agriculture and solar de-
velopment.”
_ The group supports so-
lar systems, including on
farmland, as long as the
land is not preserved and

- could potentially be used

for development.
“This-can open up the
door to other things,” he
added, such as growing
shade crops on lands that

“ house solar farms,

For Bishop and Hamill,

 the trick is figuring out the

perfect number of sheep
to use so that the low-graz-
ing animals don’t over
landscape.

That balance is impor-
tant to making this type of
partnership successful,
said Larry S. Katz, a Rut-
gers University professor
of animal science, who ap-
plauded attempts to use so-
lar properties for agricul-
tural purposes as well.
—“This is new to me.”
Katz said of agreements
between livestock produc-
ers and solar companies.
“I’s a really nice blendin
of endeavors.” -

Perhaps it will catch on
elsewhere.

Katz, who lives in Hun-
terdon County, often
drives by a solar farm be-
ing constructed. While he
doesn’t know the specifics
of the project, he said: “T
would truly enjoy seeing
some animals on the
land.” =
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