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More than 50 sheep act as “living lawnmowers” at KDC Solar in Vineland. They are a breed called “Katahdin hair,” developed to graze under power lines as an alternative to mowing and spraying.
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"Rob Simalchik, vice president of operations and construction for KDC Solar, crouches for a better view of the sheep grazing.
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Julie Bishop treats her sheep to some bread on site at KDC Solar. Otherwise, the sheep roam the field freely, grazing on red clover and rye.




50 sheep replace
mowers to cut
grass, save money

JOSEPH P. SMITH
@JPSMITH_DJ :

VINELAND — Fifty sheep walking into
a solar power field is no joke to Rob Si-
malchik, who counts the savings since
‘the fenced-in facility started doubling as
pasture. : g

The sheep roam freely, grazing on red

: clover"and-rye;nerrﬁunn?days; they stay -

under the solar panels to eat and snooze.

The sheep, a domestic ‘type called
“Katahdin hair,” are too short —and too
disinterested — to interfere with the
hundreds of automated solar panels. The
flock’s arrival about two months' ago
meant the end of using a lawn service
contractor. =% = .

“I couldn’t be happier the way it's

- working out,” Simalchik said during a

~ tour last week. “I'm not ever going to cut

this site again. Plus, now it’s like stuff is

naturally growing and germinating,

Hopefully, we can keep this replenished

Dasture type of deal. This exceeded my
- expectations.” :

The sheep belong to Julie Bishop, a
Franklin Township resident who other-
wise keeps them on her farm about 4
miles away. The sheep moved to the field

-~ onMay 20, originally as a flock of 70. The

herd was reduced when it became clear

-~ fewer could do the job.

“To me, it’s kind of cool,” Bishop said.

“The combination of old and new. Tech-

nology and agriculture, I've been really,
really into the environment, and recy-
cling, and things like that. So to me, it

- use sheep,

KDC Solar ACF, a firm based in Bed-
minster, built the facility at 315 W. Gar-_
den Road to power the adjacent Atlantic

- - Coast Freezers building. The 2.2-mega-

watt field went online in early 2012 and
KDC Solar continues to operate it, -
The site'is the first in South J ersey to
though a pharmaceutical
firm uses amuch smaller flock at a prop-

- erty in Titusville, Based on the g

experience, KDC Solar started using

sheep at a field next to a school in Law- :

renceville, , ",
‘Simalchik is vice president for opera-

tions and construction for the company.
He had looked without success for _

someone to try the Vineland site as pas-

- ture before linking up with Bishop last
year. The concept is popular in Europe -

and in the United States in Texas, he
said. i

“I always targeted this site as being
the testbed because it’s our smallest

" ground mount site,” Simalchik said. “I

talked to a few shepherds and they're
like, ‘You want to do what? What?’
“October, the phone rings out of the

clear blue,” he said. “ I'd basically put it

down. I couldn’t find anybody. Julie said,

“You know what? I think the sheep would

work well on your site.” :
Bishop lifted a contact phone number
off a sign at the property. -
- “I saw this site and I just knew it was
going to be perfect — I knew,” Bishop

- said. “Otherwise, I wouldn’t have both-

ered.”

The solar panels are mounted on rails
more than 5 feet off the ground, Regular-
ly, a timer rotates the panels to stay
aimed at the sun, It makes an odd if brief
noise. j

“The first day when it made that

' noise, they were a little skitty,” Bishop

seemed wasteful to mow it.”

said. “Now, it’s just their home. That’s .

how they treat it. When it gets.good and

-hot, on a good sunny day, they sleep or : ?

graze in the shaded strips.” :

Bishop’s sheep are living up to a goal
their creator had almost a half-century
ago. The breed was developed in Maine,
among other reasons, to be used to graze
under power lines as an alternative to
mowing and spraying.

“Mandy,” a 6-year-old Australian cat-
tle dog that Bishop owns, does the actual
herding. 2

“She’s in charge of moving sheep,”
she said. “I can’t get them ... to do any-
thing without her.” 5 G

Bishop said she actually bought her
first sheep so Mandy could practice her
skills for competitions,

“And then it’s just gone crazy since
then,” Bishop said. “I’ve had 40 lambs al-
ready this year. A bunch of them are
around here eating. ... They grow really
good on pasture.” : g ;

Joseph P. Smith; (856) 563-5252;
jsmith@gannettnj.com
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The flock’s arrival about two months ago meant the end of using a lawn service contractor.

“I couldn’t be happier the way it's W():king out. 'm not ever
going to cut this site again.”

ROB SIMALCHIK, vice PresioenT For OPERATIONS AND CONSTRUCTION, KDC SOLAR ACF




